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 CHAPTER II
THE EMPIRE OF THE OTTOS
P
EACE and reconstruction were the features of the
second half of Otto's reign in Germany.   The security
of his position made it possible for him to turn his
eyes to Italy again, and once more the violence of Berengar II
and his son Adalbert provoked an appeal to him for aid.
This time the appeal came from the Pope himself,, John XII;
the path to Rome was now open, and the goal of Otto's
ambition—the imperial crown—awaited him there.
The appeal came in 960, and there could be no doubt as
to his response. But first measures must be taken for the
security of his kingdom. To ensure the succession, Otto II
was elected and anointed king, and placed under the guardian-
ship of the archbishops of Mayence and Cologne ; the north-
eastern frontier remained under Herman's charge. Then
in the latter part of 901 the journey to Rome began. On
2 February 9C2 Otto was crowned Emperor by the Pope and
his wife, Adelaide, Empress. Before entering Rome Otto had
sworn to protect the Pope's rights and to preserve the
privileges of the city, and had confirmed and enlarged the
donations of Pepin and Charlemagne. In return, the privilege
of Pope Eugenius II to Lothar I—the right of the Emperor
to confirm the election of a Pope—was revived in his favour.
Thus Otto had fulfilled his purpose. The coronation at
Aix, the control of Lorraine, the suzerainty over Burgundy,
the kingship of Italy, the victory won over the heathen
enemies of Europe, had all been stages on the path he trod
in the footsteps of Charlemagne which brought him, unchal-
lenged, to the imperial throne. Otto may be regarded as the
creator of the Empire which was known to the Middle Ages.
For Charlemagne's had broken into fragments a century
before, and Otto's was really a new creation, not a revival as
he and his contemporaries conceived it. It was quite different
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